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Press Release 
 

For immediate release on 29 November 2011 
 
The Provincial Court of Yala ordered reinstatement of Mr. Mayateng Maranor’s membership of 

the Yala Teacher’s Savings and Credit Cooperative 
The first of its kind when a victim of enforced disappearance enjoys judicial protection 

 
The Provincial Court of Yala read out the verdict on the Red Case no. PB 865/2554 dated 1 November 
2011 asking the Yala Teacher’s Savings and Credit Cooperative to restore membership of Mr. 
Mayateng Maranor and to provide him with dividends and other interest, shares as well as other 
financial benefits accorded to a normal member of the Relief Fund for the Dead. However the plaintiff 
has also been ordered to pay 500 baht/month for the period July 2007 to September 2009, amounting to 
13,500 baht, to service Mr. Mayateng’s debts during the time he was disappeared. In sum, the Yala 
Teacher’s Savings and Credit Cooperative is to provide not more than 967,250 baht to the plaintiff 
including his wife and Mr. Mayateng Maranor’s two children.   
 
In this consumer court case, Mrs. Sumaidoh Maranor, Mr. Mayateng Maranor’s wife and his two 
children sued the Yala Teacher’s Savings and Credit Cooperative as its Debt Collection Subcommittee 
passed a resolution no. 11/2550 dated 12 November 2007 to revoke membership of Mr. Mayateng 
claiming that as a member of the Cooperative, he had failed to service his debts since the day he had 
disappeared. Also, his shares would be seized and used to service his outstanding debts. The resolution 
was made despite the fact that on 8 October 2009, Mr. Mayateng was announced disappeared by the 
order of the Provincial Court of Yala and therefore his rights and responsibilities had to be retained 
since the day he was announced disappeared by the Court. Nevertheless, the plaintiff as his legal heirs 
have not been given the dividends and  interest after the death Mr. Mayateng including any benefits 
from the Relief Fund to provide for any dead member as well as other benefits as per the regulations 
and rules of the Yala Teacher’s Savings and Credit Cooperative. 
 
Based on evidence adduced from both the plaintiff and the defendants, the Provincial Court of Yala 
rules that;  
 
1. The Yala Teacher’s Savings and Credit Cooperative shall repeal the resolution made by its 
Subcommittee which revoked membership of Mr. Mayateng Maranor, a damaged party, since 12 
November 2007.  
 
2.  Mrs. Sumaidoh Maranor shall pay 500 baht/moth during July 2007 to September 2009, altogether 
13,500 baht, to service Mr. Mayateng’s debts to the Yala Teacher’s Savings and Credit Cooperative. 
 
3. The Yala Teacher’s Savings and Credit Cooperative shall provide dividends and interest until the 
date Mr. Mayateng was announced disappeared by the Court and deduct the amount from his 
outstanding debts. 
 
4.  The Yala Teacher’s Savings and Credit Cooperative shall provide benefits as a member of the Relief 
Fund for the Dead and Disabled Person. Such an amount shall be deducted by Mr. Mayateng’s 
outstanding debts and incurred interest since October 2009. 
 
5. The Yala Teacher’s Savings and Credit Cooperative shall return the amount of the shares Mr. 
Mayateng has provided to the Cooperative until September 2009. 
 
6. The Yala Teacher’s Savings and Credit Cooperative shall provide the amount to the three plaintiffs, 
but not more than 967,250 baht.   



 
Should the Yala Teacher’s Savings and Credit Cooperative fail to appeal the order within thirty days 
after the day the order has been made, the case shall be final and both the plaintiff and the defendant are 
obliged to follow the Court’s order.    
 
In June 2007, Mrs. Sumaidoh Maranor reported to the police at the Bannang Sata Police Station that her 
husband, Mr. Mayateng Maranor, a janitor at Ban Bang Lang School was arrested by several military 
officers invoking Martial Law during their cordon and search operation. Mr. Mayateng and his car were 
taken away in front of his wife and children on 24 June 2007. Since then, there has been no information 
as to whether Mr. Mayateng was still alive or dead. His relatives got to see Mr. Mayateng the last time 
when he was held in custody of the military officers. Apart from causing grave concern to his family 
about his being dead or alive, the incidence has rendered grave violations of the rights and 
responsibilities of the disappeared causing grievances to his surviving family. Eventually, his family 
decided to seek help from the justice process to review the operation of security officers invoking their 
power from the special laws. They have complained and asked the Court to issue an injunction to 
summon all concerned officials to appear and testify to the Court. Also, the Court was asked to 
announce the fact of Mr. Mayateng Maranor’s disappearance and later the Court did announce him a 
disappeared person as requested for by his family. The case filed by Mr. Mayateng’s family asking for 
an inquiry into the case of enforced disappearance is pending in the Supreme Court. It has taken already 
over three years to uncover the truths.   
 
This consumer case is a litigation to demand the restoration of the rights as a member of the 
Cooperative owing to some rare technical problem. It happened since the existing regulations do not 
provide for the case of a disappeared member making it easy for the damaged party to lose their rights 
and benefits.   
 
After the ruling was made by the Court, Mrs. Sumaidoh Maranor, the disappeared’s wife said that “I 
feel very happy after the Court ruled that I and my family are entitled to the rights and benefits. It shall 
help to reduce our debt burden which we have had to bear for a long time since the disappearance of 
Mr. Mayateng.”  
 
Ms. Pornpen Khongkachonkiet, Director of the Cross Cultural Foundation (CrCF) said that “the order 
made by the Provincial Court of Yala sets a precedent to enhance protection of the rights of victims of 
enforced disappearance to provide for redress of the affected families through the justice process. 
Throughout Thailand, there are many cases of enforced disappearance which have not been investigated 
and the affected relatives have no access to mechanisms to protect the rights of the disappeared. At 
least, the Court is still the last resort for people.” 
 
Based on the monitoring of how remedies have been given to 30 victims of enforced disappearance in 
the Southern Border Provinces of Thailand during 2002-2008, plus two in 2009, one in 2010 and two in 
2011, altogether 35 cases, it was found that the state has failed to provide humanitarian relief to the 
families of the disappeared and their relatives are not entitled to redress as provided for by the Act for 
the Granting of Compensation to Aggrieved Parties and the Accused in Criminal Cases B.E. 2544 
(1991) and other benefits provided for affected persons due to unrest in the Deep South. Though special 
committee has been set up by the Ministry of Justice since 2007, no progress has been made yet as to 
remedies in the cases of enforced disappearance. And no cases of enforced disappearance have been 
subject to investigation.   
 
At present, enforced disappearance is not criminalized in Thailand. And though in October 2011, the 
Royal Thai Government has announced its intention to sign the International Convention for the 
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, but it failed to announce publicly when it will 
sign and ratify the Convention to make it legally binding. Therefore, we call on the RTG to ratify the 
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance immediately 
to reiterate its concern on the issue of enforced disappearance and the prevention of anyone from 
becoming a victim of enforced disappearance as well as to show its commitment to genuinely address 
this grave human rights violation and to provide proper remedies to the relatives including humanitarian 
support and to ensure effectively fairness.   
 
For more information, please contact Cross-Cultural Foundation (CrCF), phone 02-693-4939    


