
 

 

 

 
For immediate release on 26 April 2011  
 

 News Release 
 

Five Detainees in Songkhla Province asked for Judicial Review of their detention 
Officials unlawfully invoking Emergency Decree in the Four Districts of Songkhla  

causing confusion and a lack of trust among local peoples 
 
 On Friday 22 April 2011, at the Provincial Court of Pattani, attorneys of the five 
detainees including Mr. Manasae Sama-ae, Mr. Suriya Waenawae, Mr. Abrik Sahamankud, 
Mr. Rohim Lamsoe and Mr. Doloh Daneayad, from Thepha and Sabayoy Districts, who were 
arrested since 17 April 2011 and are now held in custody invoking the Emergency Decree at 
the Peace Keeping Center, Yala Province, have lodged a complaint against the extension of 
their detention.   

The reason that the detainees’ relatives are opposed to the detention invoking the 
Emergency Decree is during the course of detention, instead of asking questions related to the 
causes of the arrest and detention, the officials simply asked for general information about 
unrest in Thepha District, Songkhla, though neither emergency situation nor Martial Law is 
declared and enforced in the district. It is likely that the detention is simply used by the 
officials as a means to obtain evidence to implicate the persons living in the area where no 
Emergency Decree is imposed. Such an act shall have led to confusion in the enforcement 
of the Emergency Decree and a lack of confidence in the Internal Security Act among 
people in the four districts of Songkhla.   

 

 The Provincial Court of Pattani scheduled the hearing on habeas corpus to take place 
“on 29 April, this year, at 09.00 am when the detention permission shall expire, and orders 
the prompt delivery of the Court notices to the petitioners and requests the appearance of 
the detainees at the Court on the hearing”. Meanwhile, the attorneys have submitted a 
complaint against the extension of the detention invoking the Emergency Decree to the 
Provincial Court of Pattani again on Tuesday 26 April 2011, and asked the Court to 
order the bringing of the five detainees to the hearing immediately.  It is viewed that the 
Court can have a role to review the exercise of administrative power including the execution 
of special law in the restive situation and people afford to have their rights protected and have 
their cases be tried in a proper, prompt, and fair manner as per Section 39 of the Constitution. 
And the exercise of duties by the governmental agencies has to comply with the rule of law. 
Also Section 32 of the Constitution upholds the rights and liberties in one’s life and body. 
The arrest and detention shall not be made without Court order, Court writ or other causes as 
prescribed by law. Nevertheless, the restriction of such rights and liberties as recognized by 
the Constitution can only be imposed to the extent of necessity and provided that it shall not 
affect the essential substance of such rights and liberties (Sections 29 and 32). 
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